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Harms in Engl. Bot. Jahrb. 51 : 367 (1914) described Acacia schlechteri from 
the specimen, Schlechter 11901, collected at Ressano Garcia in Mozambique. 
Unfortunately the type specimen was destroyed and, as far as is known, no 
specimens that were compared with the type exist. Few specimens have been 
subsequently referred to A. schlechteri and those usually with some doubt. 
This, however, is not surprising for A. schlechteri forms part of the difficult 
complex comprising A. burkei Benth., A. rovumae Oliv., A. nigrescens Oliv., 
A. welwitschii Oliv., A. goetzei Harms and A. delagoénsis Harms. Within this 
complex the degree of pubescence of the calyx is the character of prime impor- 
tance which distinguishes between two groups: A. burkei and A. rovumae alone 
have pubescent calyces. 

Harms mentioned the similarity between A. schlechteri and A. welwitschii. 
However, A. schlechteri apparently differed in having minutely puberulous 
flowers and, presumably calyces, although this is not clear from the type des- 
cription “spicae apice ramulorum breviter paniculatae, elongatae, minute 
puberulae, 5-9 mm longae.” The fruit of A. schlechteri was unknown to Harms. 
Young’s (Candollea 15:123, 1955) description of A. schlechteri adds little to 
the knowledge of the species since his general description is based on that of 
Harms whilst the specimen, Rogers 18537 (PRE), on which he based his des- 
cription of the fruit is Albizia anthelmintica Brongn. 

Whilst examining specimens within this complex of species only one, namely 
Torre 2055 (LISC), from the neighbourhood of Goba in Mozambique answered 
the description of Acacia schlechteri, agreeing in having sparingly puberulous 
calyces. However, apart from being sparingly puberulous throughout the 
specimen was indistinguishable from, and shared the characteristic leaflet shape 
of, A. welwitschii subsp. delagoénsis (Harms) Ross & Brenan (Kew Bull. 21 : 67 
1967). The specimen bore little resemblance to A. burkei or to A. rovumae which 
characteristically have pubescent leaves and calyces. Consequently Torre 2055 
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(LISC) is probably best considered as a sparingly puberulous variant of A. 
welwitschii subsp. delagoénsis. More material from the type locality of A. 
schlechteri is desirable in order to establish the incidence of the sparingly 
puberulous specimens but from the information at present available A. schlech- 
teri is provisionally regarded as a synonym of A. welwitschii subsp. delagoénsis. 


